10 WAYS TO
CHECK YOUR
HOME FOR
DAMAGE
AFTER A
STORM
When your home is damaged by
severe weather, it can be an
emotionally unsettling
experience, and in the chaos of a
storm’s aftermath it can be
difficult to know where to begin
assessing the damage. To help
you stay on track, we’ve
assembled a brief list of ten items
to check after a storm strikes
your home. You can use these
simple steps to help you stay
safe, prevent further destruction
of property, and accurately
record damage for your
insurance adjuster to review.

Hawaii Public Adjusters uses a
personal one-on-one approach
to handling your insurance claim
related needs. We assist you in a
clear, precise and professional
manner.
Whether you have suffered a
catastrophic loss that affects your
business, or a broken pipe that
floods your home, both situations
require expert knowledge of the
insurance industry, construction
methods, an attention to detail
and effective documentation.
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1. Check your utilities, especially your
gas line. If you smell gas or hear a
hissing sound, open a window and
leave the building immediately. If
possible, shut off the gas at the outside
valve. Call your gas company.
2. Look for electrical system damage
such as down or broken wires. If you
smell hot insulation, turn off power at
the circuit breaker.
3. Check sewer and drinking water
pipes for damage. Do not drink tap
water if you suspect the line is
damaged.
4. Check your roof for holes, split
seams, missing shingles, or leaks in
either the roof or interior ceilings.
5. Check the exterior walls of your
home. Check aluminum siding for
cracks, chips, dings, or dents. Check
stucco for holes. Check bricks and brick
pointing. Check for detached or
damaged trim, gutters, shutters, etc.

6. Check windows and window frames.
7. Check for chips, cracks, or splits in
paved driveways and walkways.
8. Check air conditioning units, fences,
vent caps, and chimneys. The devil, as
they say, is in the details. So even if
the storm has done substantial
damage to your home, don’t neglect
the less obvious areas where damage
can hide.
9. If the structure is safe, check your
crawlspace for water damage that
could affect your home later on.
10. Photograph all structural damage
for your insurance company. Keeping
accurate photographic records can
help ensure that your claim is properly
documented, and can help your
insurance adjuster negotiate with your
insurer.
Bonus tip…
Set damaged items aside for later
examination and review by your
adjuster. Don’t begin any permanent
repairs until your adjuster has
inspected the damage.

